Welcome to Room 13

Room 13 Mission Statement

We respect the ideas, opinions and feelings of others.

We explore diverse cultures and celebrate differences.

We understand that following the rules keeps all of us safe and helps us to learn.

We have high expectations and work hard to make our community better.

We depend on each other to create kindness, hope and joy.

Ms. Balderas

Mrs. Hagen
Classroom Management

In order to maintain an environment that optimizes learning time, we have developed the following procedures.

Rules

· Do your best work.

· Raise your hand to be a speaker.

· Listen when others are speaking.

· Treat others the way you want to be treated.

· Walk at all times when in the classroom.

Acknowledgements
· “Continent Points” Each child sits in a group named by a continent.  These continent points help to foster cooperation and teamwork.  The continent with the most points at the end of the week has the privilege of being lunch guests and eating with the teachers.

· “Fun Friday” Students can enjoy a treat and participate in a fun activity like extra recess, a movie, games, etc.  To receive “Fun Friday” students need to spell out the word “Fun Friday” on the board.    They can do this by demonstrating positive behavior.

· Other positive consequences include a phone call home, a note home or lunch guest.
Consequences
What happens before a consequence?
· A reminder is given to get back on track by the teacher.  Other students are encouraged to help others by giving a friendly reminder.  We are a community that helps each other.

What are the consequences?
· Three reminders leads to a consequence.
Before leaving for lunch, we have a discussion with the child to help him/her understand that rules help us to learn and to stay safe.  We help the child problem solve and help them find solutions.
· Some other consequences might include a short time out in the classroom, time out in another classroom, phone call home, a note home or no “Fun Friday.”
There is an emphasis on “fixing our mistakes.”  We all make them.  We just have to fix them.
Welcome, Welcome, Welcome!
Welcome to the foundation of your child’s career as a scholar.   First grade is an exciting time as children embark upon new adventures in the world of learning. This is a year of important transitions.  During first grade, your child will become an accomplished reader, writer, mathematician, and so much more.

Working Together

We know you are concerned about how this will happen.  We strongly believe that when families and teachers work together, students are more successful in school.  We will develop this partnership with you by frequent communication.  You are encouraged to visit our classroom with questions, comments, concerns, to volunteer, or to simply drop in and say hello!  We will phone you whenever something important happens in the classroom; often this is to tell you of a special accomplishment.  If you need to speak to us, you can reach us at          906-4768.  Please leave a message and we will return your call.  Also, please update your contact information with the office and with us if there are any changes.   

Important
If there are any changes to the regular pickup or bus routine, we need a written note.  At the end of the day, students who are walkers must be picked up in the auditorium and parents/guardians must sign the student out.  Also, if you come during school hours to pick up your child for an appointment, you will need to check into the office first.  These procedures help to keep our students safe.

Homework

We assign homework Monday through Thursday.  Your child should return his or her completed homework in their homework folder the following day.  If there is an assignment that your child does not understand, please initial the homework and we will give assistance to your child when he/she returns to school.

First Grade Curriculum

Community- We work to encourage a full understanding and respect for human differences while affirming the fundamental equality of all members of the human community.    We will accomplish this by modeling, challenging, and rewarding achievement.  We will do this by establishing a classroom that is visionary, filled with kindness, hope, and joy.   We use the Second Step, a violence prevention curriculum.
Guided Reading – Students are taught reading in small groups at their instructional level.  Decoding/phonic skills, comprehension, story elements, differentiating between fiction and non-fiction are examples of reading skills covered.  We use Wright Group and Reading a-z materials for reading groups. During the guided reading block, students also visit different learning centers where they practice their literacy skills. 

Shared Reading – A book is read by the whole class with multi-level follow-up activities.  The book chosen is usually related to the theme we are covering in Social Studies and/or Science.

Being read to during this time gives students the opportunity to look at pictures and print 

up-close and to ask questions about the book.  Also, the dialogue created during this time helps students to see a model of how good readers think when reading books.

Self-Selected Reading – Children are invited to become lifelong readers through teacher read-alouds and opportunities to read self-selected books at their own level.

Writing – Writing is taught through Lucy Calkins and Write Traits curriculum, which provides instruction in six traits of effective writing.  They include: ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency and conventions.  
Phonics-Phonics is taught through a Pinnell and Fountas curriculum.  The concepts covered in this curriculum are phonemic awareness, letter knowledge, letter/sound relationships, spelling patterns, word meaning and word structure.  
Math- Math is taught through Math Expressions, a Houghton and Mifflin curriculum.  Math Expressions balances deep understanding with essential skills and problem solving.  In this curriculum, students will invent, question, and discover, but also learn and practice important math strategies.  

Social Studies, Science and Health- Social Studies and Science are taught thematically.  Some themes we will cover are insects, the farm, fire safety and recycling.  If you have any expertise on the subject we are learning in class, we invite you to share.

Specials- Music, Art, Gym, Computer and Library

Daily Schedule

First Grade Room 13

7:45-8:10 
Breakfast 

                
(Please have your child here on time)

8:10-8:30  
Morning Math
8:30-9:30 
Guided Reading Groups and Literacy Centers
9:30-10:00 
Phonics 
10:00-10:45  
Writing
10:50-11:35 
Lunch

11:45-12:00 
Community Time
12:00-1:00 
Math Lesson

1:00-1:30

Shared Reading 

1:30-2:00
Science/Social Studies/Health

2:00-2:15
Self-Selected Reading

