Social Studies Course Syllabus
Ms. Ciezki

2009-2010
Welcome families to a new school year! I am excited to announce that MPS has adopted a new textbook for Middle School Social Studies.  The 6th grade textbook is World Cultures and Geography: Western Hemisphere and Europe.  The 7th grade textbook is World Cultures and Geography: Eastern Hemisphere.  The 8th grade textbook is American History: Reconstruction to the Present.  The curriculum and assessments are aligned with the MPS Learning targets which are based on the Wisconsin Model Academic Standards. 
Homework is assigned every other day to reinforce the day’s lesson so it is extremely important that your child completes their homework on time.  Homework will vary.  Some will be brief requiring only a few write-in answers, while some will require a large time commitment. Notebooks (along with their textbook) are required and are collected every other week.  Assessments include classroom, group work and projects.

Late homework will not be accepted for full credit.  I will not accept late class work if a student does not complete work because they are playing around during class time.  If a student is absent, it is the student’s responsibility to make up work for the days that he/she was absent. 

My discipline policy is consistent with the Middle School student contract that all students and families were required to read and sign.   
I can be reached by phone at 906-4785 (afterschool) or by email at ciezkik1@milwaukee.k12.wi.us
I look forward to working with you,
Caren Ciezki

6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum
World Cultures and Geography: Western Hemisphere and Europe
· Introduction to World Geography

· Understanding the Earth and Its People

· Earth’s Interlocking Systems

· Human Geography

· People and Culture

· The United States: Geography, History, Culture, Government and Economics

· Canada: Geography, History, Culture, Government and Economics

· Latin America: Physical Geography and History

· Mexico: History, Culture, Government and Economics

· Middle America and Spanish Speaking South America

· Brazil: History, Culture, Government and Economics

· Europe: Physical Geography and Culture

· Western Europe

· United Kingdom

· Eastern Europe

7th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

World Cultures and Geography: Eastern Hemisphere
· Introduction to World Geography

· Earth’s Interlocking Systems

· Human Geography

· People and Culture

· Europe: Physical Geography and History

· Western Europe: Identifying cultural and geographic characteristics

· United Kingdom: History, Culture, Government and Economics

· Eastern Europe

· Russia and Eurasian Republics

· Africa: Physical Geography and Early History

· Egypt and North Africa

· West Africa

· East, Central and Southern Africa

· Southwest Asia and South Asia

· India

· China

· The Korean Peninsula

· Japan

· Southeast Asia

· Australia and New Zealand

· Oceania and Antarctica

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum

     American History: Reconstruction to the Past
· America Transformed  (1860-1900): Growth in the West

· Industrialization and Immigration (1860-1914)

·  Progressivism (1890-1920)
· Becoming a World Power (1880-1914)

· War and the Jazz Age  (1914-1929)

· Depression, War and Recovery (1929-1960): Depression and the New Deal, World War II, Cold War, Korean War and McCarthyism
· Civil Rights Era (1954-1975)
· Vietnam War Years (1954-1975)

· America in a Changing World ( 1969-present)
Additional Resources
www.discoveryeducation.com
Online Activities @ClassZone.com
Weekly current events discussion program @newscurrents.com
Constitution Handbook: The Living Constitution
Geography Handbook

Citizenship Handbook 









Supplies Needed for  6th Grade Science
Textbook (students will be issued 7 books this year)

Notebook (Green for Science only)

Pencils, pens, markers or colored pencils
1st Quarter

Textbook: Weather and Climate

· Students will develop map skills.
· Students will construct bar /line graphs.
· Students will develop note taking skills.
· Students will describe qualitative  and quantitative change.
· Students will record observations and learn classification.

· Students will explore topics in weather, climate and atmosphere.
2nd Quarter

Textbook: Forces, Motion and Energy
                    Earth’s Changing Surface

                    Water on Earth

· Students will explore forces in fluids, heat , and heat technology.
· Students will explore the topics of weathering, erosion, deposition and soil formation.
· Students will  discuss water conservation and explore the topics of fresh and salt water. 

· Students will use different tools to gather data.
· Students will measure using appropriate tools in metric system units.
· Students will develop explanations using evidence.
· Student will develop and evaluate inferences and predictions based on data.
· Students will make predictions based on observable patterns.
3rd Quarter
Textbook: Light 
                    Astronomy

· Students will focus on the Scientific Method and prepare for the annual Science Fair.
· Students will practice process and inquiry skills in context.
· Students will explore the topic of light and the energy of waves.
· Students will explore the formation of the solar system. 

4th Quarter

Textbook: Animals

                   Environmental Science
· Students will identify how organisms interact with one another and their environment.
· Classification of animals, animal behavior and features.
Supplies needed for 6th Grade Social Studies
Notebook (purple for social studies only)

Pen, pencil, markers or colored pencils
1st-4th Quarter
Textbook: The World is used only as a reference

· Students will develop map skills using various maps.
· Students will develop note taking skills.
· Students will learn how geographic factors influence historical events, patterns of change and daily life of ancient people.
· Students will study and construct timelines of important events of ancient civilizations.
· Students will identify and compare various forms of government.
· Students will identify social classes and the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
· Students will learn how cities developed.
· Students will explain how art, language, literature, music, religion and architecture demonstrate beliefs and values. 

· Students will learn about natural resources, human resources, trade and the production of goods and services.
· Notebooks are collected every other week

· Assessments include classroom, group work, projects and labs
Supplies needed for 8th Grade Science

Textbook (Students are issued 6 books throughout the year)
Notebook (used for science only)

Pens, pencils, markers or colored pencils

1st Quarter
Textbook: Environmental Science

· Students will analyze the relationship between structure and function in the human organism and explain how living organisms maintain and regulate behavior.
· Students will explore the cycles in nature.
· Students will learn about the earth’s ecosystem.
· Students will discuss environmental problems and solutions.
2nd Quarter
Textbook: Sound

                    Interactions of Matter

· Students will investigate the properties of matter. 

· Students will investigate the transfer of energy.
· Students will practice process skills in context. 
3rd Quarter

Textbook: Astronomy
· Students will research and interpret scientific information about the earth’s history; use models to analyze the composition of the universe to explain it’s structure and how earth relates to the solar system.
· Students will prepare for the annual Science Fair.
4th Quarter

Textbook: Electricity and Magnetism

                    Microorganisms, Fungi and Plants

· Students will explore the physical and chemical properties of energy and the way in which matter and energy react.
· Students will analyze the relationship between structure and function in the human organism; explain reproduction and how human characteristics are inherited.
Supplies needed for 8th Grade Social Studies
Textbook: The American Journey is used for the entire year
Notebook (used for social studies only)

1st-4th Quarter

· Students will use a variety of tools to show how geography influenced the growth of the U.S. 

· Students will study the movement of people during the expansion and the impact on the environment and American Indian populations.
· Students will identify significant events, people and documents in U.S. history. 

· Students will explain the basic principles of democracy and explain the purpose of government.
· Students will identify the basic characteristics of a market economy.
· Students will play The Stock Market Game.
· Students will discuss and summarize current events  using  New York Times online. 
