6th Grade Syllabus

	Themes and Essential Questions: Relationships & Community
· What are the elements that build a strong friendship? 
· How do friendships change over time? 

· What impact does family have during different stages of our lives? 

· What can we learn from different generations? 

· How is conflict an inevitable part of relationships? 

· How do you know if a relationship is healthy or hurtful? 

· What personal qualities help or hinder the formation of relationships? 

· How are people transformed through their relationships with others? 

· What is community and what are the individual’s responsibilities to the community as well as the community’s responsibilities to the individual? 

	Semester 1 – Grade 6 Guided Reading and Writing Workshop

	Reading Outline
- Literature we will be looking at includes, but is not limited to: Holes, Small Steps, Tuck Everlasting, The Bluford Series, newspapers, picture books, and various nonfiction pieces
 – Yearlong focus on all Learning Targets with three and a half week emphasis on each.

	· Word Analysis

· Word Comprehension

· Text Comprehension

· Fluency

· Purpose for Reading
	· Story Elements/Structure

· Text Structure

· Main Ideas and Details

· Literature Study

· Research


	Week
	Writing Lesson

	1
	Getting Started/Community Building

Writing Survey

Entrance Paper - Self-Assessment of Current Skills

Mission Statement

	2
	Skills Test - Pretest 

Understanding the Writing Process

One Writer’s Process

Editing and Proofreading Marks

Mug Shot Sentences (1-2 daily) – Week 1*
Mug Shot Paragraph (Last day of each week) – Week 1*

	3
	One Writer’s Process (cont.)

Daily Journal Writing

Keeping Journals

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 2

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 2

	4
	Understanding the Traits of Writing

Writing a Descriptive Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 3

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 3

**MLK Writing Contest** Due 11/16?

Create posters that capture the theme

	5
	Writing a Descriptive Paragraph (cont.)

Begin Using Show-Me Sentences (Continue throughout year once per week)

Using a Rubric

Peer Responding

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 4

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 4

	6
	Listening and Speaking

Publishing Your Writing

Creating a Portfolio

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 5

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 5

	7
	Describing a Place

Making Oral Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 6

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 6

	8
	Describing a Place (cont.)

Timed Assessment - Descriptive

Taking Classroom Tests

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 7

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 7

	9
	Writing a Narrative Paragraph

Student Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 8

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 8

	10
	Sharing a Learning Experience

Student Presentations

Skills Test – Progress Test 1

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 9

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 9

	11
	Sharing a Learning Experience (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 10

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 10

	12
	Writing a Phase Autobiography

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 11

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 11

	13
	Writing a Phase Autobiography (cont.)

Timed Assessment – Narrative 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 12

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 12

	14
	Writing Stories

Making Oral Presentations (2nd piece) - Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 13

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 13

	15
	Writing Stories (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 14

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 14

	16
	Writing a Business Letter

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 15

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 15

	17
	Timed Assessment – Descriptive

Student Presentations

Portfolio Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 16

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 16

	18
	Student Presentations

Exit Paper – Student’s Goals Related to Writing

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 17

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 17


	Semester 2 – Grade 6 Guided Reading and Writing Workshop

	Week
	Writing Lesson

	1
	Entrance Paper – Writing to Assess Current Skills

Writing an Expository Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 18

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 18

	2
	Comparing Two Subjects

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 19

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 19

	3
	Comparing Two Subjects (cont.)

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 20

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 20

	4
	Writing a Cause-and-Effect Essay

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 21

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 21

	5
	Writing a Cause-and-Effect Essay (cont.)

Timed Assessment – Expository 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 22

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 22

	6
	Writing a Persuasive Paragraph

Proposing a Solution

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 23

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 23

	7
	Proposing a Solution (cont.)

Developing Multimedia Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 24

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 24

	8
	Writing Poems
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 25

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 25

	9
	Writing Poems (cont.)

Completing Writing Assignments

Timed Assessment – Persuasive 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 26

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 26

	10
	Writing a Response Paragraph

Interpreting a Story

Skills Test – Progress Test 2

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 27

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 27

	11
	Interpreting a Story (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 28

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 28

	12
	Writing a Poetry Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 29

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 29

	13
	Timed Assessment – Genre?

Portfolio Review

Taking Notes

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 30

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 30

	14
	Building Research Skills

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 31

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 31

	15
	Writing a Summary Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 32

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 32

	16
	Writing a Research Report

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 33

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 33

	17
	Writing a Research Report (cont.)

Skills Test – Post-test

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 34

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 34

	18
	Writing a Research Report (cont.)
Writing Survey

Exit Paper – Student’s Assessment of Growth and Goals in Writing

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 35

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 35


*Mug Shot exercises are design to give students practice with grammar, conventions, editing, and proofreading skills.
Grading Scale                              Final grade is calculated as such:  

90-100 = A

           Assessments (writing pieces) = 60%

80-89 = B                                      Class work                             = 30%

70-79 = C                                      Homework                             = 10%
60-69 = D                                                                                       100%
59-below = U
Classroom Discipline Policy

I will be implementing a Love and Logic classroom.  Love and Logic is a philosophy based on the following principles:

· Mistakes are opportunities for learning
· Relationships are key to great classrooms and great learning

· Empathy is the foundation of great relationships

· People build strength through struggle

· To develop great skills as a problem-solver, we must practice

With this in mind my classroom operates on a simple principle, “Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else.”   If you choose to create a problem for someone else, I will think of an appropriate consequence.
Grade 7 Syllabus

	Themes and Essential Questions: Constructing Identities
· How do we form and shape our identities? 

· How do we define who we are? 

· What can you learn about yourself by studying the lives of others? 

· How does what others think about you affect how you think about yourself? 

· What turning points determine our individual pathways to adulthood? 

· In a culture where we are bombarded with other people trying to define us, how do we make decisions for ourselves?

	Semester 1 – Grade 7   Guided Reading and Writing Workshop

	Reading Outline

- Literature we will be looking at includes, but is not limited to: Tangerine, Monster, Tuck Everlasting, Esperanza Rising, newspapers, picture books, and various nonfiction pieces

 – Yearlong focus on all Learning Targets with three and a half week emphasis on each.

	· Word Analysis

· Word Comprehension

· Text Comprehension

· Fluency

· Purpose for Reading
	· Story Elements/Structure

· Text Structure

· Main Ideas and Details

· Literature Study

· Research


	Week
	Writing Lesson

	1
	Getting Started/Community Building

Entrance Paper - Self-Assessment of Current Skills

Writing Survey

Mission Statement

	2
	Skills Test - Pretest 

Understanding the Writing Process

One Writer’s Process

Editing and Proofreading Marks

Mug Shot Sentences (1-2 daily) – Week 1

Mug Shot Paragraph (Last day of each week)  – Week 1

	3
	One Writer’s Process (cont.)

Daily Journal Writing

Keeping Journals

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 2

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 2

	4
	Understanding the Traits of Writing

Writing a Descriptive Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 3

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 3

**MLK Writing Contest** Due 11/16?

Create protest signs that capture the theme

	5
	Writing a Descriptive Paragraph (cont.)

Begin Using Show-Me Sentences (Continue Throughout Semester Every Other Day)

Using a Rubric

Peer Responding

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 4

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 4

	6
	Listening and Speaking

Publishing Your Writing

Creating a Portfolio

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 5

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 5

	7
	Describing a Place

Making Oral Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 6

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 6

	8
	Describing a Place (cont.)

Timed Assessment - Descriptive

Taking Classroom Tests

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 7

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 7

	9
	Writing a Narrative Paragraph

Student Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 8

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 8

	10
	Sharing a Learning Experience

Student Presentations

Skills Test – Progress Test 1

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 9

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 9

	11
	Sharing a Learning Experience (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 10

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 10

	12
	Writing a Phase Autobiography

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 11

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 11

	13
	Writing a Phase Autobiography (cont.)

Timed Assessment – Narrative 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 12

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 12

	14
	Writing Stories

Making Oral Presentations (2nd piece) - Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 13

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 13

	15
	Writing Stories (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 14

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 14

	16
	Writing a Business Letter

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 15

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 15

	17
	Timed Assessment – Descriptive

Student Presentations

Portfolio Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 16

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 16

	18
	Student Presentations

Exit Paper – Student’s Goals Related to Writing

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 17

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 17


	Semester 2 – Grade 7 Guided Reading and Writing Workshop

	Week
	Writing Lesson

	1
	Entrance Paper – Writing to Assess Current Skills

Writing an Expository Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 18

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 18

	2
	Comparing Two Subjects

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 19

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 19

	3
	Comparing Two Subjects (cont.)

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 20

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 20

	4
	Writing a Cause-and-Effect Essay

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 21

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 21

	5
	Writing a Cause-and-Effect Essay (cont.)

Timed Assessment – Expository 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 22

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 22

	6
	Writing a Persuasive Paragraph

Proposing a Solution

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 23

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 23

	7
	Proposing a Solution (cont.)
Developing Multimedia Presentations

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 24

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 24

	8
	Writing Poems
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 25

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 25

	9
	Writing Poems (cont.)

Completing Writing Assignments

Timed Assessment – Persuasive 

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 26

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 26

	10
	Writing a Response Paragraph

Interpreting a Story

Skills Test – Progress Test 2

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 27

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 27

	11
	Interpreting a Story (cont.)
Mug Shot Sentences – Week 28

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 28

	12
	Writing a Poetry Review

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 29

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 29

	13
	Timed Assessment – Genre?

Portfolio Review

Taking Notes

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 30

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 30

	14
	Building Research Skills

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 31

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 31

	15
	Writing a Summary Paragraph

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 32

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 32

	16
	Writing a Research Report

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 33

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 33

	17
	Writing a Research Report (cont.)

Skills Test – Post-test

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 34

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 34

	18
	Writing a Research Report (cont.)
Writing Survey

Exit Paper – Student’s Assessment of Growth and Goals in Writing

Mug Shot Sentences – Week 35

Mug Shot Paragraph – Week 35


*Mug Shot exercises are design to give students practice with grammar, conventions, editing, and proofreading skills.

Grading Scale                              Final grade is calculated as such:  

90-100 = A

           Assessments (writing pieces) = 60%

80-89 = B                                      Class work                             = 30%

70-79 = C                                      Homework                             = 10%
60-69 = D                                                                                       100%

59-below = U                                                                                 

Classroom Discipline Policy

I will be implementing a Love and Logic classroom.  Love and Logic is a philosophy based on the following principles:

· Mistakes are opportunities for learning

· Relationships are key to great classrooms and great learning

· Empathy is the foundation of great relationships

· People build strength through struggle

· To develop great skills as a problem-solver, we must practice

With this in mind my classroom operates on a simple principle, “Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else.”   If you choose to create a problem for someone else, I will think of an appropriate consequence.

