Welcome To 4th Grade 
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Room 24

Dear Families: 

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year. My name is Mrs. Karol Neumann and I am privileged to have your son/daughter in room 24.  We have many exciting things planned and we are working with different community organizations to enrich our students’ learning experiences.

In math we are using the Expression curriculum, which allows students to work at their individual level through activities, review, extended work and interventions.  Students will have math homework most nights except for Fridays.  Students will also be completing in class assignments that are used to teach and practice specific math skills.

In reading we are using Book Club.  This allows students to read as well as respond both verbally and in writing, at individual levels, to what they are reading.  We will meet every day and our club time lasts 90 minutes.  We have just started Book Club and students are learning how it works.  Students are expected to respond in small group discussion and to the writing prompts on a daily basis.  This will take time for some students, but it is a new skill and we are going to continue to model the expectations.  Book club challenges students to think critically and deeper about what they read.
In Social Studies we are working with The Milwaukee Art Museum’s SHARP program to study Wisconsin.  This program incorporates art, student writing, research and many projects as students learn about the state they live in.
In Science, we are learning about earth and space, life science including the life cycles of organisms, scientific tools and inventions, and how we affect the environment we live in.  We will be doing this through our text, projects, field trips and research.  Look for home projects to help us in our studies.


We are also apart of the ACE (Arts and Community Education program.)  Our theme this year is Wisconsin.  We will be incorporating our ACE Projects into our Social Studies work.
The Nuts and Bolts

Homework:

Homework is due the following day it is given.  Homework assignments are designed to help students practice what they have been working on in class.  These assignments are crucial to your child’s education. Late assignments will be accepted until the last day of the school week, but grades will be lowered. Students who repeatedly fail to do homework will make it up during recess, and we will notify their parents/guardians. Students will also be given a spelling packet on the first day of the school week and that is due on the last day of the school week.  We have weekly spelling tests that focus on word and phonic patterns.
Grades:

90-100-A

80-89-B

70-79-C

60-69-D

Below 50-U

Student Excused Absences:

If your child was absent he/or she will be able to make up the missing work.  We keep a folder for students who are absent.  Students will find their missing work in their mail box.  Missed work or lesson are due the following Monday after a student is absent.  Exceptions will be made for longer absences.

Behavior and Expectations

Students are expected to be on time and ready to learn.  Class begins promptly at 7:45 with breakfast and morning math work.  We are building a community using positive reinforcement to help everyone learn to Be Safe, Be Responsible, and Be Respectful.  Students receive tickets for a drawing, Hartford Hurrahs, Success Notices, Achievement Awards, Positive Calls Home and many other rewards.  We also have a class chart that lets students know how they are doing.  Green is Great, Yellow is a Warning, Blue is a Rethink Your Behavior Sheet and/or Chill Out time.  (This is where our students take a few minutes to get themselves back on track so they can rejoin the class).  The Rethink Your Behavior Sheet goes home with the child and is to be signed by a Parent/Guardian and returned the following day.  Failure to return this sheet will result in an automatic recess detention.  If a child gets to purple he/or she will have an automatic detention, a phone call home and will complete a Think Sheet.  If a student corrects his/her behavior he/she can earn his/her way back up to green as well.  There is always an incentive for improvement.
Getting In Touch With the Teacher (Mrs. Neumann)

You can reach me directly at 906-4764.  If I am teaching or away from the phone, please leave a detailed message and I will return your call as soon as possible.  Feel free to e-mail me at neumanke@milwaukee.k12.wi.us. As a parent myself, I realize how important it is to be able to work with your child’s teacher so your child can do his or her best.  We have a great school year planned, and I am looking forward to working with all of the room 24 families this year.










Sincerely,









       Karol Neumann

