Sixth Grade Language Arts

Hartford University School

Ms. Schnorenberg

schnorkk@milwaukee.k12.wi.us 

(414) 906-4700

Room 2
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” – Nelson Mandela
Materials needed for English:

· English 3-ring binder 

· English folder 

· English notebook
· Additional notebook for writing journal

· Personal dictionary & thesaurus  

· Pens/Pencils 

· Looseleaf paper
Additional Materials (provided for you): folder for portfolio, folder for reading workshop, text book, literature books, and computers!
Curriculum: 
Possible Readings:
Curriculum: 
Possible Readings:

· The Skin I’m In 

· Holes 
· The Outsiders 

· We Were There 

· Several poetry samples, articles and excerpts from other books


Students will be assigned to read, discuss, and write about these topics. Reading homework will be assigned four to five nights a week. Students are required to read at least 20-30 minutes each night, summarize the reading, pose and answer questions. Please see that your child does his or her homework by signing their reading charts each week (due on Monday).

"If you want your life to be a magnificent story, then begin by realizing that you are the author and everyday you have the opportunity to write a new page” --Mark Houlahan
Writings we will cover:
**Expository  **Persuasive  **Research  **Creative/Descriptive 

 **Vocabulary and Grammar  **Journal Writing

Writing approaches will be taught and modeled daily, and students will be allowed to practice becoming proficient writers in various genres through in-class assignments, discussions, and workshops. Students will write freely in their journals on designated topics and topics of their choice. Writing will coincide with readings that we are doing, and writing will be assigned nightly with reading as well. **Furthermore, graded writing pieces and “works in progress” will be kept in a portfolio to be used as evidence of student performance and proficiency. 
GRADES:

All grades on writing pieces will be earned using the MPS four point writing rubric and learning targets. Understanding, analyzing, and critical thinking about reading will be graded through various projects, assessments, and self-monitoring. Students’ final grade will be calculated using the following format:

Effort/Participation 20%   Class Work 50%   Homework 15%   Tests 15%

Grading Scale:

A=  92-100%

B=  83-91%
C=  74-82%

D=  65-73%

U=  64 and below
"One who smiles, rather than angers, is always stronger" -- Chinese proverb
School-Wide Rules

Hartford’s school-wide rules apply to our classroom.

1. Use kind, respectful language and actions at all times.
2. Follow directions of all staff.
3. Respect the right of others to learn.
4. Solve problems peacefully.
5. Be in your designated learning area at all times.
Classroom Rules

1. Be respectful of every individual, and other people’s property at all times (this will be modeled and practiced).

a. If someone is speaking, we are listening!

b. No cuss words.

2. Follow reading and writing workshop expectations (hung in room and in writing and reading folders).
Class Expectations: The purpose of these expectations is to prepare students for success with academics, personal responsibility, and the understanding that the choices they make today will directly impact their future!

1. Come prepared! You will need your binder, notebook, folder, agenda, writing utensils, and journal and book on your desks. Be sure to have any assigned reading or assignments complete by the very beginning of class.

2. Come on time! The minute that you enter the classroom, you MUST quietly get your journal, text book, literature book, and all required materials, be sitting in your assigned seats, ready to learn!

3. Come to class! We are a learning community. Your input, opinion and participation are necessary for a successful community!

4. Absolutely no cell phones, headphones, or Ipods allowed in the classroom unless specified by teacher for direct use in instruction.

5. All other MPS and Hartford school-wide rules will be followed and enforced!

In-class behavior plan:

I hope to facilitate an engaging, active learning environment in which behavioral issues are minimal. We will utilize circles and communication to build a community in our classroom. I hope that students will soon learn the responsibility and proper solutions to deal with situations on their own. When issues or behavioral problems do occur, we will handle them individually, when appropriate. A student will always be warned for their misbehavior. If inappropriate behavior continues, we follow the love and logic philosophy in our classroom. This utilizes empathy, as well as students making their own choices, while taking responsibility for these choices. After these in-classroom techniques have all been utilized, if behavioral issues still exist, we will follow the school-wide order of consequences. This is listed in your upper school contract and will be covered in the classroom as well.
“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved." -- Jeremy Kitson
HOMEWORK POLICY:
1. Final drafts of papers are required to be typed in MLA format (Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spaced, one-inch margins). NO WORRIES!!!- This WILL be practiced in class!

2. Assignments must be turned in on their due date at the beginning of class. **Late work will be automatically dropped one letter grade for each day it is late. (This means that if your assignment normally earned a “B”—you are instantly down to a “C”.

3. Students must use their agenda and “Wednesday” folder to record all assignments and test dates. Assignments will always be announced, as well as written on the board.

4. If a student is absent, they will be expected to turn in anything that was due immediately upon their return. Also, they are responsible for asking another student for what they have missed, as well as getting any handouts from “yesterday’s work” file in class. **If you know of an absence in advance, please do inform me and I can compile work and assignments ahead for you! *Test/quizzes must be made up within two school days upon student’s return.

5. Students should NEVER turn in assignments to a substitute. To avoid lost assignments, if I am absent, save homework for my return.

Please see me before or after school, email me, or call me if there may be any personal matters interfering with your academics. I am, as well as the other staff, here to help students to succeed and will provide any necessary assistance. I am here for you and will do my very best to help us all achieve our goals! 

Looking forward to a great year!

Kendra K. Schnorenberg
Language Arts Teacher
Hartford University School 
Eighth Grade Language Arts

Hartford University School

Ms. Schnorenberg

schnorkk@milwaukee.k12.wi.us 

(414) 906-4700

Room 2

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” – Nelson Mandela
Materials needed for English:

· English 3-ring binder 

· English folder 

· English notebook
· Notebook for journal

· Personal dictionary and thesaurus  

· Pens/Pencils 

· Looseleaf paper
· Kleenex (1 box)

Additional Materials (provided for you): folder for portfolio, folder for reading workshop, text book, literature books, and computers!

Curriculum: 

Possible Readings:

· Born Blue by Han Nolan

· We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Pact Led to Success 

by Dr. Sampson Davis, Dr. George Jenkins, and Dr. Rameck Hunt, with Sharon M. Draper

· Bronx Masquerade by Nikki Grimes

· Several poetry samples, articles and excerpts from other books

Students will be assigned to read, discuss, and write about these topics. Reading homework will be assigned four to five nights a week. Students are required to read at least 30-40 minutes each night, summarize the reading, pose and answer questions. Please see that your child does his or her homework by signing their reading charts each week (due on Monday).

"If you want your life to be a magnificent story, then begin by realizing that you are the author and everyday you have the opportunity to write a new page” --Mark Houlahan
Writings we will cover:
**Expository  **Persuasive  **Research  **Creative/Descriptive 

 **Vocabulary and Grammar  **Journal Writing

Writing approaches will be taught and modeled daily, and students will be allowed to practice becoming proficient writers in various genres through in-class assignments, discussions, and workshops. Students will write freely in their journals on designated topics and topics of their choice. Writing will coincide with readings that we are doing, and writing will be assigned nightly with reading as well. **Furthermore, graded writing pieces and “works in progress” will be kept in a portfolio to be used as evidence of student performance and proficiency. Proficiency IS required by the state in order to pass the 8th grade.
GRADES:

All grades on writing pieces will be earned using the MPS four point writing rubric and learning targets. Understanding, analyzing, and critical thinking about reading will be graded through various projects, assessments, and self-monitoring. Students’ final grade will be calculated using the following format:

Effort/Participation 15%   Class Work 50%   Homework 20%   Tests 15%

Grading Scale:

A=  92-100%

B=  83-91%

C=  74-82%

D=  65-73%

U=  64 and below
"One who smiles, rather than angers, is always stronger" -- Chinese proverb
School-Wide Rules

Hartford’s school-wide rules apply to our classroom.

6. Use kind, respectful language and actions at all times.
7. Follow directions of all staff.
8. Respect the right of others to learn.
9. Solve problems peacefully.
10. Be in your designated learning area at all times.
Classroom Rules

3. Be respectful of every individual at all times (this will be modeled and practiced).

a. If someone is speaking, we are listening!

b. No cuss words.

4. Follow reading and writing workshop expectations (hung in room and in writing and reading folders).
Class Expectations: The purpose of these expectations is to prepare students for success with academics, personal responsibility, and the understanding that the choices they make today will directly impact their future!

6. Come prepared! You will need your binder, notebook, folder, agenda, writing utensils, and journal and book on your desks. Be sure to have any assigned reading or assignments complete by the very beginning of class.

7. Come on time! The minute that you enter the classroom, you MUST quietly get your journal, text book, literature book, and all required materials, be sitting in your assigned seats, ready to learn!

8. Come to class! We are a learning community. Your input, opinion and participation are necessary for a successful community!

9. Absolutely no cell phones, headphones, or Ipods allowed in the classroom unless specified by teacher for direct use in instruction.

10. All other MPS and Hartford school-wide rules will be followed and enforced!

In-class behavior plan:

I hope to facilitate an engaging, active learning environment in which behavioral issues are minimal. We will utilize circles and communication to build a community in our classroom. I hope that students will soon learn the responsibility and proper solutions to deal with situations on their own. When issues or behavioral problems do occur, we will handle them individually, when appropriate. A student will always be warned for their misbehavior. If inappropriate behavior continues, we follow the love and logic philosophy in our classroom. This utilizes empathy, as well as students making their own choices, while taking responsibility for these choices. After these in-classroom techniques have all been utilized, if behavioral issues still exist, we will follow the school-wide order of consequences. This is listed in your upper school contract and will be covered in the classroom as well.
“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved." -- Jeremy Kitson
HOMEWORK POLICY:
6. Final drafts of papers are required to be typed in MLA format (Times New Roman, 12-point font, double spaced, one-inch margins). NO WORRIES!!!- This WILL be practiced in class!

7. Assignments must be turned in on their due date at the beginning of class. **Late work will be automatically dropped one letter grade for each day it is late. (This means that if your assignment normally earned a “B”—you are instantly down to a “C”.

8. Students must use their agenda and “Wednesday” folder to record all assignments and test dates. Assignments will always be announced, as well as written on the board.

9. If a student is absent, they will be expected to turn in anything that was due immediately upon their return. Also, they are responsible for asking another student for what they have missed, as well as getting any handouts from “yesterday’s work” file in class. **If you know of an absence in advance, please do inform me and I can compile work and assignments ahead for you! *Test/quizzes must be made up within two school days upon student’s return.

10. Students should NEVER turn in assignments to a substitute. To avoid lost assignments, if I am absent, save homework for my return.

Please see me before or after school, email me, or call me if there may be any personal matters interfering with your academics. I am, as well as the other staff, here to help students to succeed and will provide any necessary assistance. I am here for you and will do my very best to help us all achieve our goals! 

Looking forward to a great year!

Kendra K. Schnorenberg
Language Arts Teacher
Hartford University School 
