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Welcome to kindergarten!  Hopefully you had a restful summer and are ready for fun.  In our classroom we focus on the importance of play.  Children learn critical thinking through play, which establishes the foundation for all future learning.  Within this framework, our primary focus will be literacy and math skills. We have high expectations for your child’s academic and social development this school year.

All of our learning this year will be based upon a thematic approach, and we are open to any suggestions within these areas.  Each month you will receive a calendar telling you of upcoming events and our themes for the month.   Also you will receive a weekly newsletter updating you on homework, snack helpers, themes, word work and other important announcements for the coming week.
We have strong curriculum guidelines and expectations that need to be focused on throughout the year.  Your child will be receiving 90 minutes per day spent on both reading and writing to prepare them for first grade.  We teach reading by using a guided reading approach to meet the individual needs of each child.  We do our work in centers and rotate through out the room allowing the children to meet with teachers and learn in small groups.  Writing is based on the Lucy Calkins curriculum.  It focuses on writing through sounds and “stretching” out words.  By the end of the year your child will be reading several short sentences with ease, and writing similar sentences phonetically.  

Our classroom focuses on math every day.   W work hard to push children to recognize math within their daily lives.  Our curriculum is “Math Expressions” and we will send you unit letters letting you know what topics we are covering.  There is also easy homework sent home regularly to get the children used to completing work at home.
In our classroom we focus on learning kind, and loving behavior through Love and Logic.  This program allows us to discipline with logical consequences to the children’s actions.  Please contact us for  more resources and information about this program.  It would be very useful at home as well.  When children just need a break from instruction and are disrupting the group they take a break in what we call “Australia” based from the book “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day”  by Judith Voist.  If their behavior continues we flip their happy/sad card and they take a time out during playtime.  We like to use the loss of playtime as a last result.  We understand kids learn through play!  
Our goal is to promote learning for your child as a team along with you as a family at home.  Please feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns.  

Mrs. Sullivan and Mr. Snieg
.

We look forward to a great year together!

SEPTEMBER 
[image: image2.wmf]SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:
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· Number recognition 1-10

· Counting objects in a row up to 20

· Rote counting up to 30
Writing:

· Conventions of writing (use of capital letters, spacing, and periods)
· Counting how many words are in a sentence
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· Words vs. sentences

· Using multiple sounds to represent a word

· Build more sentences

Reading:

· Letter recognition

· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)
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· Rhyming

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)
· Know who the author and the illustrator are and what they do in a story

OCTOBER 

SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· AB and ABC patterns  (2 and 3 color patterns)
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· Vocabulary words:  biggest, smallest, longest, and shortest

· Graphing

Writing:

· Conventions of writing (use of capital letters, spacing, and periods)
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· Words vs. sentences

· Using multiple sounds to represent a word

· Build more sentences

Reading:

· Letter recognition

· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)

[image: image8.wmf]
· Rhyming

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)

NOVEMBER
SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-20
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· Measure objects with non-standard tools using paperclips, blocks, or even popsicle sticks.  (How many blocks tall am I?)

· Continue reinforcing October math skills
Writing:

· Have your child follow an assigned prompt (What’s your favorite food?)

· [image: image10.wmf]Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.
Reading:

· Continue Letter recognition
· Sight word recognition
· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)


· Rhyming

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)
· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories
DECEMBER
SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-20


· Sort objects by different attributes (size, shape, color etc.)

· Understand the meaning behind the words most, least, more and less.

· Answer and interpret individual survey questions

(Do you like soda, water, or juice?)

· Continue to review past skills
Writing:

· Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

· Have children begin to write on multiple pages and emphasis the beginning, middle, and end of their stories.

Reading:

· Sight word recognition
· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)


· Rhyming

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)
· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories

JANUARY 
SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-20


· Sort objects by different attributes (size, shape, color etc.)

· Understand the meaning behind the words most, least, more and less.

· Answer and interpret individual survey questions

(Do you like soda, water, or juice?)

· Continue to review past skills
Writing:

· Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

· Have children begin to write on multiple pages and emphasis the beginning, middle, and end of their stories.

Reading:

· Sight word recognition
· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)


· Rhyming

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)
· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories
February

SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-30


· Recognize and write number words to five

· Tell time to the hour on a digital and conventional clock

· Create and solve addition story problems

· Continue to review past skills

Writing:  {Continue}
· Have your child follow an assigned prompt (What’s your favorite food?)

· Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Create their own rhyming statements

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

· Have children begin to write on multiple pages and emphasis the beginning, middle, and end of their stories.

Reading:

· Sight word recognition

· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)


· Segmentation of words with three letters (ie C-A-T….cat)

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)

· Utilize a variety of strategies to read (ie look at the pictures in a story, use initial sounds to sound out words, re-read to figure out new words)

· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories

March

SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-30


· Recognize and write number words to five

· Tell time to the hour on a digital and conventional clock

· Create and solve addition and subtraction story problems

· Continue to review past skills

Writing:  
· Have your child follow an assigned prompt (What’s your favorite food?)

· Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Introduce the concept of Non Fiction writing and have children expand on real life topics

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

· Have children begin to write on multiple pages and emphasis the beginning, middle, and end of their stories.

Reading:  {Continue}
· Sight word recognition

· Letter sound recognition (what sound does a B make?)


· Segmentation of words with three letters (ie C-A-T….cat)

· Initial sound recognition (what sound do you hear at the beginning of dog? /d/)

· Comprehension of a story (read a book to your child and ask questions about it)

· Utilize a variety of strategies to read (ie look at the pictures in a story, use initial sounds to sound out words, re-read to figure out new words)

· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories

April

SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-30


· Recognize and write number words to five

· Tell time to the hour on a digital and conventional clock

· Create and solve addition and subtraction story problems
· Introduce the concept of money, and what value each coin holds.

· Continue to review past skills

Writing:  
· Have your child follow an assigned prompt (What’s your favorite food?)

· Begin to write sight words with correct spelling

· Review conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation

· Introduce the concept of Non Fiction writing and have children expand on real life topics

· Expand on the non fiction concept by writing a “how to” piece of writing to correspond to our classes science fair project

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

Reading:  
· Sight word recognition


· Segmentation and Blending of words (ie C-A-T….cat and cat…C-A-T)
· Onset Rime:  Identify the sounds that are the same in words (ie cow and now)

· Utilize a variety of strategies to read (ie look at the pictures in a story, use initial sounds to sound out words, re-read to figure out new words)

· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories that you read to your child and that they read to you.  This will check their comprehension

· Continue to review past skills

MAY
SKILLS AND OBJECTIVES

Math:

· Recognize and write numbers 1-30


· Recognize and write number words to ten
· Identify 3-D shapes:  sphere, cone, cylinder, triangular prism,

rectangular prism, and cube 
· Create and solve addition and subtraction story problems
· Understand the concept of money, and what value each coin holds.

· Continue to all review past skills

Writing:  
· Have your child follow an assigned prompt (What’s your favorite food?)

· Write all sight words with correct spelling

· Understand conventions:  Capital letters, spacing, and punctuation
· Children’s writing should have only appropriate capital letters the rest should be lowercase
· Introduce the concept of Non Fiction writing and have children expand on real life topics

· Encourage children to add more details and use multiple sentences to express their thoughts.

· Work on using word families and letter blends correctly       

Reading:  
· Sight word recognition


· Segmentation and Blending of words (ie C-A-T….cat and cat…C-A-T)
· Onset Rime:  Identify the sounds that are the same in words (ie cow and now)

· Utilize a variety of strategies to read (ie look at the pictures in a story, use initial sounds to sound out words, re-read to figure out new words)

· Identify characters, setting, and the problem/solution of stories that you read to your child and that they read to you.  This will check their comprehension

· Reach at least a D level of reading books (call if you want to know where your child is at currently)

