September 2009

Dear Parents and Guardians,

It is hard to believe another summer has come and gone.  I am looking forward to working with you and your children this school year.  Please read over the art studio objectives, schedule, grading policy, classroom rules, and behavior modification plan for your child's grade.  If you should have any questions please feel free to contact me at school: 414-906-4775.  I am always happy to provide more detailed information about what we’re studying and creating in the art room.

Sincerely,

Steve Vande Zande

Artist / Educator 

Why Art Education ?
Art plays an important role in everyday life.  We see art in the landscape.  We use art when we choose the color to paint a wall in our house.  We look at symbols when we drive our cars and stop at a stop sign.  We read images when we look at CD  covers.  Fashion influences our personal style.  Our world history is even portrayed though pictures.   All of these things are constructed with solid aesthetic decision.  Art creates culture, and children are natural creators of art.


What You Need To Send To School With Your Child

Please send an art smock to school with your child.  I do have art smocks in the classroom, but they tend to get dirty and smelly fast.  Children prefer not to wear an art smock that is overly used.  Having your child bring his or her own art smock should eliminate any spills that could damage their clothing.  Old oversized, short-sleeved T-shirts make great art smocks. 

K-4 K-5
OBJECTIVE:
K-4

The students will experiment with art material as they investigate a variety of art forms while using all of their senses.
K-5

The students will understand basic elements of art.  They will also have an understanding of why art has been an important part of people’s lives throughout time.
SCHEDULE:
Your child will come to the art studio every six days for 30 minutes throughout the whole school year.
GRADING POLICY:
K-4 and K-5 children do not receive a report card grade in art.
CLASSROOM RULES:
Harm no one by word or action.  
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION PLAN:
-The first time a rule is broken, child will have a verbal warning.

-The second time a rule is broken, child will have a time out.

-The third time a rule is broken, child will have a phone call home.

-The fourth time administration will be involved.
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
OBJECTIVE:
First Grade:

Students will focus on the purpose of art as they think about the differences between two-dimensional and three-dimensional art.  Students will learn how to use various elements of art to aid in story telling.
Second Grade:

The students will look at art as a way of communication.  They will build comparisons between different styles of art.  Additionally, they will begin to explore notions of form and function as they explore the differences between art and craft while looking at how different cultures use objects in everyday life.

Third Grade:

The students will begin to understand the principles of design and how they enhance the elements of art.  Additionally, the will begin to explore how art can explore non-narrative ideas.  
Fourth Grade:

The students will focus on merging elements or art and principals of design in a way that describes space both two-dimensionally and three-dimensionally.   

Fifth Grade:

Students will focus on team collaboration and public art as a means of problem solving and communicating a message.  Students will participate in making a public art work for the school grounds.  
SCHEDULE:
First, second, third, and fourth graders will come to the art studio every six days for 45 minutes the whole school year.
GRADING POLICY:
Students will give themselves weekly points, based on a four-point scale that describes both their attitude and effort.  Student work will also be assessed for completeness and understanding of concepts. All students will receive number grades.

Grades 1, 2, 3, 4
4-Advanced proficient

3-Proficient

2- Basic understanding

1- In-progress with concept 

CLASSROOM RULES:
Harm no one by word or action.
BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION PLAN:
-The first time a rule is broken, child will have a verbal warning.

-The second time a rule is broken, child will take a time out.

-The third time a rule is broken, child will have a phone call home.
-The fourth time administration will be involved.
Grades 6, 7, and 8
OBJECTIVE:
Sixth Grade, Seventh Grade, and Eighth Grade

Students will focus on art as a vehicle for social change.  They will explore problem areas in our world and create works of art that respond to these issues in a positive way.  The content of art will be processed through new and advanced studio techniques as students learn how to create one large project from beginning to end.  Each studio assignment will link to the next, creating one finished artwork
SCHEDULE:
Sixth grade students will come to the art studio every day for 90 minutes for one marking period.  
Seventh grade students will come to the art studio every day for 90 minutes for one marking period. 
Eighth grade students will come to the art studio every day for 90 minutes for one marking period.

GRADING POLICY:

The students will assign themselves weekly points.   These points will be based on a four-point scale that describes both their attitude and effort. Student work  will also be assessed using a four-point proficiency rubric that looks at the quality of their work and their understanding of concepts.  The rubric criteria will be geared to each specific project. All students will receive a letter grade.  Parents are able to view these grade via Parent Assistant or Student Assistant from the MPS home page.   You can contact the school counselor for information about using Parent Assistant.
Grade 5, 6, 7,and 8
4 points = A

3 points = B

2 points =C

1 points = D

0 points = U

CLASS ROOM RULES:
Harm no one by word or action.

BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION PLAN:
-The first time a rule is broken,  child will have a verbal warning.

-The second time a rule is broken, child will be assigned a recovery pass.

-The third time a rule is broken, child will receive a demerit.

-The fourth time a rule is broken, child will have an office referral and phone call home.
