5 Year Old Kindergarten in Room 17

Welcome to 5 year old kindergarten in Room 17!!  This is a SAGE classroom.  This means that there are currently 32 children in our room and two teachers. 

In Room 17 we support and challenge children no matter what level of skills they bring to kindergarten.  Among the basic skills we expect children to master are:

· Learn the alphabet letters and the sounds that go with them

· Learn simple sight words, color words and number words (0-10)

· Use the letter/sound system (phonics) to recognize unfamiliar words

· Select different kinds of books to read for enjoyment for those who are ready

· Distinguish between fiction and nonfiction books

· Write first and last names legibly

· Write independently
· Express ideas using words and sentences.  
· Understand the relationship between speaking and writing

· Participate in writing projects that include revising, editing and 

· publishing (Writer’s Workshop) 

· Count from 0-100, including skip counting by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s 

· Recognize numbers 0-30

· Write numbers 1-20

· Count and keep track of sets of objects up to 20

· Sort and compare objects and shapes

· Recognize and make common patterns
· Do simple addition and subtraction problems using manipulatives
· Name and describe 2-d and 3-d  shapes

· Tell common characteristics of animals and classify them by those characteristics
· Relate the life stages of various living things: for example, a caterpillar makes a chrysalis, then becomes a butterfly; some animals lay eggs that hatch into various baby animals; some babies are born alive

· Identify the characteristics of living things; for example, recognize that all living things grow

· Perform simple science experiments using various materials: for example, mixing of primary colors

· Behave according to rules that are necessary for the safety and well being of all children—See Kindergarten Contract

· Follow directions

· Share materials with others and work as partners or in a group

· Listen and learn
· And many others…


Math homework will be sent home weekly.  We do ask that you read or write with your child at least twenty minutes a day.  Please record that information onto the reading log that is in the communication folder.  
Trips to the public library are encouraged.  You can also use the monthly homework guide for extra practice.  

Papers sent home are the result of work we do at school.  Simple worksheets to reinforce skills learned are used throughout the year.  Most academic learning is done through hands-on activities.

Reading, social studies and science are taught in a whole group setting.  Choice time or free play activity is scheduled for 3-4 days a week.  We believe that children at this age learn many skills through play activities.  This is also the time when computer learning and skill reinforcement occurs.  It looks like play, but children are still learning many skills, including how to get along with their friends—an important skill at this age.

Four days a week we have a one-hour time block for literacy centers.  Guided reading is done in ability leveled small groups during this time.  During guided reading, all children are challenged according to their reading level.

We also spend time four days a week doing writer’s workshop.  During this time our children draw pictures and “kid write” .  At the end of writer’s workshop the children have a choice whether or not they would like to share their work with the rest of the class.  We think you will be amazed at how quickly children learn to sound out words and master basic writing skills.  Each child is challenged at his/her own level during writer’s workshop.   

Parents are always welcome to come and visit—we have an open door policy.  We may not always be able to stop and talk about what we are doing, but you are welcome to watch and ask your child to explain what they are learning.

Feel free to call either of us if you have a concern.  If we cannot take your call immediately, please leave a voice message and we will return the call as soon as we can.  Be sure to leave a number where you can be reached.  Kathy Groser & Emily Wagner can be reached in the classroom at this number -906-4728.

We hope to take a field trip every month.  If you can come along, please do.  We are not allowed to take younger brothers and sisters.  We will try to make the cost as low as we can. 

We look forward to a great year working with your child!

Sincerely,

Kathy Groser
&

Emily Wagner

