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We will be very busy this year!  Here is an overview of our curriculum and school day.

First Grade Curriculum

Shared Reading:  A book is read to the whole group with multi-level follow-up activities.  Phonics and comprehension are the focus of these activities.

Guided Reading:  Students are taught reading in small groups at their instructional level.  Decoding/phonics skills, comprehension, story elements, fluency, differentiating between fiction and non-fiction are examples of reading skills covered.

Sequential phonics will be used to teach early literacy concepts, phonological awareness, letter/sound relationships, spelling patterns, high frequency words, and word solving actions.

Writing:  Writing is taught through the Lucy Calkins curriculum (Writers’ Workshop).  This approach exposes children to the steps of writing.  Children first develop an idea, then move on to organize their writing, revise their work, conference with the teacher and share with others.  The Calkins curriculum will be complemented by the Write Traits curriculum which teaches the six traits of good writing:  ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, and comprehension.

Math:  The Expressions curriculum is used to teach math.  The program combines traditional skill-building with an emphasis on building number sense and problem solving.

Science, Social Studies:  Science and Social Studies are taught alternately.  The units are in line with the Wisconsin State Standards.

Daily Schedule

First Grade Room 18

7:45 – 8:15 
Breakfast / Journals 

                   
(Please have your child here on time.)

8:15 – 8:45 
Math 

8:45 – 10:45
Literacy Block

10:50 – 11:35 
Lunch/Recess

11:45 – 12:45
Math

12:45 – 1:15 
Writing

1:15 – 1:45
Social Studies/Science

1:45 – 2:10
Community / DOL

Hartford has a 6 day rotational schedule (A-F days) to schedule specials.

“B” days – Gym  (Please make sure your child wears gym shoes).  See the attached calendar for scheduled “B” days.

“D” days – Art and Music
Classroom Management
We are continuing the Love and Logic Discipline Plan that was started last year and incorporating PBIS (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports).  PBIS is a behavior management system used in all common areas of the school (hallway, lunchroom, etc.) by all staff.  Both Love and Logic and PBIS stress building a sense of community.  We will do this by setting good examples and modeling respect and responsibility.  In addition, we will teach children through literature, discussion, games, and group meetings what it means to be respectful and responsible.  We will strive to help them understand what it means to accept others (even with differences) and to treat all people with kindness.
All children are different, and our actions will be guided by the best interest of the child—academic, social and emotional well-being will be fostered.

Students are taught these few rules:

· Respect yourself and your learning.

· Respect others and their learning.

· Take responsibility for your actions.

As you can see, these are overriding principles, rather than a long list of specific rules.  These principles guide children toward personal responsibility and decision making skills that they will need in the “real world.”  They also create an environment that is learning and caring centered.

When problem situations arise, consequences will be designed to fit the individual problems of individual students.  Consequences are not punishments, but rather a way to allow the child to experience the results of a poor choice—helping them to make better choices in the future.  An example of a consequence is a time out from an activity to “recover” (in or out of the room).
We love to hear from you…
Please contact us with any of your questions and concerns.  If possible, however, please call us before or after school.  Phone calls interrupt teaching time and promote off task behavior among the children.  To maximize student learning, please call us before 7:40 in the morning or after 2:40 in the afternoon.  If we are not in the room, please leave a message with a phone number where you can be reached, and we’ll return your call.  
Also, if you do not want your child to ride the bus home on a certain day, please follow Hartford’s policy and send a note with your child.  It will help us keep your child safe.

Thank you.

Mrs. Smith

Ms. Zeise

906-4716

